M: 16-12- 2 c. 1900
Dorsey-Scott house

Martinsburg Vicinity

Private

This two story frame house was bullt as the residence of a
black 1landownlng family in c. 1900. Its facade consists of three
bays exhlblting bilateral symmetry, and its 1line is accented with
a cross gable pediment. Thls is a design that was popular through-
out the state and the nation in that era.
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This once handsome two story frame house stands on the south side of
Club Hollow Road, about fifteen yards from the road. Its facade is
oriented towards the road, and the axis of its 7jable root line runs
east-west, The site is no longer maintained, and the house looks
abandoned, though it is still occupied,

The facade consists of three bays: a door centrally located flanked

by two double hung sash windows with four over four lights and with
louvered shutters., Above the two windows on the ground floor are
similar ones above., The results is a symmetrical arrangement quite
popular in the “artinsburg area and elsewhere in Maryland and the
nation near the turn of the 19th century. The house today is unpainted,
but in earlier years the house was whitewashed, if not vainted,

The house iy frame, as seen hetween the broken weatherboards, and
presumably it is balloon frame, though a close investigation was not
possible without the occupant/owner's permission. 1In nlan, the house
appears to be similar to others in the area: a central hallway with
two rooms one either side with matching rooms above.

A cross gable pediment gives accent to the facade, Stove flues ascend
inside each gable end, The smoke rising from the west chimney, even
during warm weather, indicates that at least one stove is still in use.

No examination of the interior was possible, and the exterior was seen
only from the road.,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The primary importance of this house is that it stands as another
example of the type built by Black landowners near the turn of the
19th century. It should be seen in the context of the other houses
in Martinsburg community, and should be compared to the smaller log
houses of the landless farmers and to the first houses of small
Black landowners, such as the log houses of the Fairfax family or
Thompson family in Martinsburg.

~~ Deeds in the County Courthouse in Rockville show that the nroperty
was sold by Eugene Hughes to Patrick Dorsey in 1887 (L/F: J.A, 9/71)
(2 acres), Fugene Mughes is rot shown on the 1879 Hopkins map, nor
is this tract. According to local oral informant, Lemuel Graham who
was born just a short distance down the road in 1894, this house was
built by the Dorsey family when he was "about five or six vears old",
i.e,, ¢. 19600.

In 1946 the property was sold by the lMcPherson family to Henry Scett,
in whose name the gitle still remains (L/r: 1095/458) .

If possible, the construction of this house warrants further study since
it has been reliably dated and could tell us the types of construction
methods and materials used to build Black landowners' houses of the turn
of the century. Such information would provide insights into their
economic condition.

~
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Sugarloaf Regional Trails 6/78
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Dickerson Maryland 20753

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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